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Stardom

By

ivan St. Johns

OW would vou like to have two or three inches
of superfluous height stand between yvou and
stardom?

That, 1n a manner of speaking, 1s exactly
what happened to Gertrude Astor.

Gertrude Astor has beauty, acting ability and ex-
perience. [ime and again, since she went 1nto
motion pictures back in 1913, she has been considered
for great roles to which she seemed eminently suited.
She has made tests for all sorts of pictures. And in
Hollywood they consider her one of the best troupers
who ever put on a make-up. She has a big following
among the fans.

So vou see 1n many ways
she has been qualihed tor a
chance at stardom. During
the six vears she was with
Universal, she was featured
in serials and 1n comedies
and she playved a few leads.
But that was all.

Of course 1 didn’t under-
stand about all this. I had al-
wavs admired her work and
her statuesque blonde beau-
tv. Once 1in a while when
['d see her at an opening or
a party, I'd sort of say to
myvself, "I wonder why she
never got to be a star.”

Then a few nights ago, me ST RN N S
and the girl friend happened B A Y e
n to see a picture called :
“The Taxi Dancer.” Joan
Crawtord was thestar,dainty
and alluring, but the great
performance of the piece was
that given bv Gertrude As-
tor. She was cast as a con-
trast for Joan, with an ugly
make-up and a hard-boiled
characterization, and vet for
all that her work stood out
as vivid and clean-cut as a
pine tree against a mountain
top.

And the old question re-
vived 1in my mind.

So when I bumped into
her a few davs later in the
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What they say while the camera grinds:
“My God, my flask!”’
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Gertrude Astor—beautiful and
clever, but just three inches
too tall to be a star

Hollvwood Plaza, which 1s
the equivalent for the famous
Algonquin in New York, 1
decided 1I'd ask her about it.
We got off in a corner of the
lobby all by ourselves—
like the Algonquin, the Hol-
lywood Plaza will even-
tually show vou at least halt
the interesting people In
town—and I asked her.

“Why haven't you ever
had a chance to star?” I
satd. ‘“‘Or at least why
haven't vou had a real
chance at some big phrts?”

She got right upoff thedav-
enport and stood erect, very
haughty and dignified, and
gave me a glance thatseemed
half i1ndignant and half
reproachful.

I thought she was going
to walk out on me without
any further explanation. But
she didn’'t, she just stood,
looking at me.

[ didn't know exactly
what to sav, so I got up, too,
and then she laughed.
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“I was just trying to show you why,”
she said. ‘‘It’s my height. I'm too tall.
I’'m five feet seven and a half inches tall.
And that 1s just three inches too tall to
play opposite almost any star in this
business.

“If I wereastartherearen’t two leading
men [ could get to play opposite me.

“Of course I don’t say I could have
been a star. But I'm sure I could have
had a chance at 1t if 1t hadn’t been for my
height.

“Sometimes I wish I hadn’t ‘growed’
quite so much. I outgrew stardom, I
guess.

Of course there isn’t really anything to
feel exactly sorry for Gertrude Astor
about. She is one of the props of the

industry. She’s one of the people you al-
ways see playing the difficult rdles, the
big character parts. And her salary 1s
as big or bigger than many leading
women's. She has an assured position,
and as a matter of fact it may last longer
than that of lots of the pretty, fluffy little
girls who star for a day and then wither
away. Gertrude Astor can go on in-
definitely, because she has brains and
ability.

But—but I don’t know. I got a tear
out of i1t, somehow. I just had a feeling
that there were a lot of nights when she’d
heard the old verdict of, “Sorry, Miss
Astor. We did want you, but you're too
tall,” that Gertrude Astor cried into her
pillow.

The IL.ove Hunch
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FAMOUS SCREEN ARTIST AT HOME

Elaine Gardner Caught by ihe Camera
Man in the Doorway of Her New Bungalow
in Hollywood.

““Lying there in bed a few minutes ago
I looked at that picture and had a hunch,”
Craig said earnestly. ‘‘You know how
I am about those things, George. I
never had a real hunch that was wrong.
The one I just got 1s that that’s the girl
I'm going to marry. I'm thirty-two and
I never had that sort of a hunch before.
Never! I'm going to follow 1t and see
wkat happens.”

“What do you mean
Mason asked.

“I’'m beating 1t back to the U. S. by
the first boat I can get booked on,”
Craig explained. ‘“There I’ll find out
where this girl is now and go to her. I'll
tell her frankly just what—"

“Bob, you’re crazy!” MNason wailed.
“Spoil our chance for a party in Morocco
to follow a crazy hangover hunch about
a movie star you never met? Aw, Bob!
Nix! All our old gang are down there
now flying for the French. We can get
our commissions 1f you’ll stick around for
another couple of weeks. It'll be just
like old times before that darned old
armistice made the world safe for demo-
crats and deadly dull for guys like us who
want a little flavoring in our fun. Be
good, Bob! I wouldn’t have come
abroad this year if we hadn’t planned
getting 1n on this party with the French.
Have another drink and forget it.”

Bob Craig shook his head stubbornly.

“My mind’s made up,” he insisted.

“Your what?” Mason asked insult-
ingly. “Of all the prize idiots! Oh,
well—"’

LOUISE HUBBARD had a plentiful
store of patience and tact. Her job
demanded an abundance of both. She
was Elaine Gardner’s secretary and it
was her duty to humor and serve her
temperamental employer on the one

‘follow 1t’?2”

hand and on the other to variously pacify,
repel or encourage, according to their
means, methods and motives, the many
who sought personal audience with the
blonde screen favorite.

Louise had a gift for the delicate busi-
ness of refusing a request and making the
disappointed applicant like 1it. She
seemed so genuinely sorry when she
voiced a negative that many of those
with whom she dealt thus—particularly
the men—felt obligated to minimize their
concern in the matter to allay the pangs
of regret that so evidentlv distressed her.
Her hair was dark and soft and wavy, her
eves were blue and large and tender and
her mouth was a blood rose red and of

young rose texture and much too big to |

be beautiful—or mean. Her beauty was
of a sort that a camera lens can’t catch, a
loveliness of expression and coloring
rather than perfection of feature outline,
and so, at twenty-four in Hollywood, she
was a secretary instead of a screen star.

O her, seated behind a desk in a little

office on the Sedgewick-Scallan lot in
Hollywood, came DBob Craig, seeking
audience with Elaine Gardner.

“It’s personal,” Bob assured her in
answer to the stock request for the nature
of his business.

Louise smiled. “‘I'm afraid I’ll have
to give Miss Gardner a little more in-
formation than that to arrange an inter-
view, ' she explained.

“I suppose so,” Bob agreed reluctant-
ly. “Well, you see, it’s like this.”

Following which preamble he seated
himself, lit a cigarette and told his tale.

“Well!”” Louise exclaimed when he had
done. ‘‘I'll say it’s personal.”

“Um!” Bob grunted, eyeing her un-
easily. ““Sounds balmy, doesn’t it?”’

The expression in her blue eyes em-
barrassed and irritated him. There was
something of amusement there and a hint
of contempt and the suggestion of an
accusation. Her look made him feel that

1 2°7

GROW —

Yes, Grow Eyelashes
and Eyebrows like this
in 30 days

THE most marvelous discovery has been made—a
way to make eyelashes and eyvebrows actually
grow. Now if you want long, curling, silken lashes,
Eou can have them—and beautiful, wonderful eye-
rows.

I say to you in plain English that no matter how
scant the eyelashes and eyebrows, I will increase
their length and thicknessin 30 days—or not accept
a single penny. No “‘ifs,”” ‘‘ands,”” or ““maybes.”” It
1s new growth, startling results, or no pay. And you
are the sole judge.

Proved Beyond the Shadow of a Doubt

Over ten thousand women have tried my amazing
discovery, proved that eyescannow be fringed with
long, curling natural lashes, and the eyebrows made
intense, strong silken lines! Read what a few of
them say. I have made oath before a notary public
that these letters are voluntary and genuine. From
Mlle. Hefflefinger, 240 W. ““B" St., Carlisle, Pa.:
“I certainly am delighted . .. I notice the greatest
difference « . . people I comein contact with remark
how long and silky my eyelashes appear.’”” From
Naomi Otstot, 5437 Westminster Ave., W, Phila.,
Pa.: I am greatly pleased. My eyebrows and
lashes are beautiful now.” From Frances Raviart,
R. D. No. 2, Box 179, Jeanette, Penn.: ‘“‘Your eye-
lash and eyebrow beautifier is simply marvelous."
From Pearl Provo, 2954 Taylor St., N. E., Minne-
apolis, Minn.: ‘I have been using your eyebrow and
eyelash Method. It is surely wonderful.”” From
Miss Flora J. Corriveau, 8 Pinette Ave,, Biddeford,
Me.: “'I am more than pleased with your Method.
My eyelashes are growing long and luxurious."”

Results Noticeable in a Week

In one week—sometimes in a day or two—you
notice the effect. The eyelashes become more beau-
tiful—like a silken fringe. The darling little upward
curl shows itself. The eyebrows become sleek and
tractable—with a noticeable appearance of growth
and thickness. You will have the thrill of a life-
time—know that vou can have eyelashes and eye-
brows as beautiful as any you ever saw,

Remember. .. in 30days I guarantee resulls that
will not only delight, but amaze. If you are not
absolutely and entirely satisfied, your money will
bereturned promptly. I mean just that—no quibble,
no strings. Introductory price $1.95. Later the
price will be regularly $5.00.

Jucith.! Py

Grower will be sent C. O. D. or you can send
money with order. If money accompanies order
postage will be prepaid.
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[LUCILLE YOUNG,

E1257 Lucille Young Building, Chicago, Ill,
Send me your new discovery for growing eye-

lashes and eyebrows. If not absolutely and

cntirely satisfied, I will return it within 30 days

and vou will return my money without question.
Price C. O. D. is $1.95 plus few cents postage.

If money sent with order price is $§1.95 and post-
age 1s prepaid.

State whether money enclosed or vou want
order C. O. D.

Name

St. Address

City State
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